[Clinical and pathological study of 24 patients with fallopian tube malignancy].
Clinical and pathological analyses were carried out in 24 patients with fallopian tube malignancy. The results are as follows: 1. Twenty-three patients had adenocarcinoma (well differentiated 11, moderately 6, poorly 6) and one patient had MMT (Müllerian mixed tumors). 2. There were 11 cases in stage I, 4 in stage II, 8 in stage III and 1 in stage IV according to Dodson's classification. 3. Atypical genital bleeding was the most common symptom, whereas 12.5% of patients had no symptoms. 4. Positive rates in cytology were 25.0% in cervico-vaginal smear and 55.0% in endometrial aspiration cytology. 5. The overall 5-year survival rate is 60.0%. The 5-year survival rates for stage I/II and stage III/IV were 88.9% and 16.7%, respectively. 6. The relapse rate of 16 patients treated with complete surgery was 25.0% (well differentiated 11.1%, moderately 0%, poorly 75.0%). Based on these observation, it is likely that patients with stage I/II have a good prognosis, however, patients with poorly differentiated adenocarcinoma have a high relapse rate, indicating that intensive adjuvant chemotherapy would be necessary in these cases. Cytologic examination, particularly endometrial aspiration cytology, is an effective method to use in detecting cases with fallopian tube malignancy early.